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standard* was wounded in the neck with an arrow at the com-
mencement of the fight. He remained till he was left soliis tinder
his royal banner, when he walked very coolly into a baker's shop
close by, where York immediately visited him, and bending his
knee, bade In'm "rejoice, for the traitor Somerset was slain."
Henry replied, " for God's sake, stop the slaughter of my sub-
jects!" York then took the wounded king by the hand, and led
him first to the shrine of St. Alban, and then to his apartments
in the abbey. 2sText day, May 24, the victor took Henry to West-
minster.

Meantime Margaret had retired with her ladies and the infant
prince to Greenwich, where she remained in suspense during the
battle of St. Albans. The news of the slaughter of her brave
friends, Somerset, Northumberland, and Clifford, and the captivity
of the king her husband, plunged her into a sort of stupor of
despair, in which she remained for many hours. Her chamber-
lain, sir John Wenlock, whom she had loaded with benefits, took
that opportunity of forsaking her. He was chosen speaker of the
Yorkist parliament, which king Henry had been compelled to
summon. The king's wound was dangerous, and his malady
came on, so that on July 4 he was declared incapable of attend-
ing to business, and the duke of York was commissioned to govern
in his name, with the name of protector and an income of four
thousand marks. It was in this parliament that queen Margaret
was for the first time publicly censured, by the voto ** that the
government by the queen, the duke of Somerset, and their party,
had been of late oppressive to the people."

York resigned the custody of the king's person to the queen,
and enjoined her to withdraw with him and the infant prince to
Hertford castle. Margaret was not in a condition to resist this
arrangement, but soon after returned to the palace of Greenwich
with these precious objects of her care, and appeared entirely
absorbed in the anxious duties of a wife and mother.

Margaret remained in seclusion two years, at the end of which
time her cares had so well restored Henry to health, that suddenly,
February 24, 1456, he went to parliament, and taking every one
by surprise, declared himself well enough to resume his royal
authority. Parliament dutifully allowed his claim, and York could
do no better than retreat to Wigniore, while Margaret put the
government into the hands of Henry duke of Somerset. The
king's health again veered, and Margaret withdrew him to the
mid-counties. She was greatly beloved at Coventry, and ther# she
fixed his abode, soothing his malady with music and the melodious
voices of young choristers. The king was recovered, September,